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patently easy to the unfledged and really incapable
student. This undesirable form of activity arises
from the desire to satisfy a demand for research as
the condition of pecuniary support and approval by
the governing bodies of colleges and universities,
whilst really adequate organisation and provision for
the pursuit of scientific research as a serious pro-
fession is withheld. In a system of research insti-
tutes (such as exists in Germany), properly financed
and organised, the "professor" or "director" does
not make himself the merely complacent host and
finisher of his pupils' little efforts in research (like a
drawing-master who suggests, superintends, and com-
pletes a young lady's "works of art"), but is himself
pursuing a definite and serious investigation. He
receives into his laboratory younger men whom he
regards as really competent, and joins their work to
his in the definite problems which, he has set himself
to solve. At the same time the young man who
comes to such a head of a laboratory (or museum or
other workshop) with a suggestion of his own as to a
subject for investigation may be received and given
every facility and assistance if it should appear to
the professor that the subject is one which com OK
within his outlook and that the would-be investi-
gator is competent. This system I saw at work when
I studied in the "seventies" with Carl Ludwig at
Leipzig, with Gcgenbaur at Gena, and earlier with
Strieker at Vienna. It is well known a>s the system
by which the professors in German universities attain
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